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ONE year ago Prof. Peter Struve,
writing In u Russian newspaper

v-^ published In Paris, said: "Alone
the church remains. untouched t»y
Bolshevism and contemptuous of Bolshevism,which cannot Injure it-"
But since then the church, with

90,000,000 members scattered over onesixthof the land surface of the globe,
has felt the mailed fist of Bolshevism
in such a manner that to-day there is
only the skeleton left, and the skeleton
is but a puppet that dances when the
Soviet Government pulls the strings.
For five years tho Bolsheviks had1

been biding the time to strike at the
only great organizatiOTi left in Russia
that stood out against communism and
atheism. The opportunity camo last
January, when under pretense of faminerelief they dealt the blow which, to
an impartial observer, appears to be a

fatal one for religion iri Russia. %
The conflict began when the Governmentasked Patriarch Tlkhon what the

church was prepared to givo for the
famine relief. The Patriarch at once
directed the clergy to' hand over all
material of value which had%iot been
onsecrated. This contribution seemed

to appease the milder elements in the
Government, but the dominating group
of anti-clericals insisted that all objects.cqnsecra'ted as well as unconseorated,be giVen up. These extremistshad iheir way, and on February
23 the president of the All-Russian
Central Committee decreed that within
a month all objects of gold, silver and
precious stones rn-ust be removed.
The carrying out of these decrees

would have involved sacrilege, since
by the law of the church consecrated
objects cannot be touched by laymen.
So the Patriarch reminded the clergy
that they would be liable to excommunicationif they took part in yieldingthe consecrated property. The Sovietauthorities immediately enforced
their decree and applied it to all
creeds. There was such resistance
by the people in some provinces, especiallyat Shouya, near Vladimir, that
die troops were called out and blood
was -spilled on both sides. But the

priests were condemned at Shouya an 1
lie public was cowed. Moreover oppodtiorito tho seizures was greatly
weakened by a violent but skillful
uress campaign in which the lilerirchywas accused of counter revolutionarytendencies and treachery
Toward the starving of the Volga, and
- econdly, by the defection of some of
he Orthodox clorgy, notably Bishop
Antonine of Moscow.
Thus the Oovernntent. was able tiot

"Tii.* to confiscate th<- chufrh property,
>ut also to use, with great advantage
to itself, the false position in which it
placed the church. Priests and laymenwho opposed the spoliation of
hurch property were arrested. Sonio
were tried and condemned. Numerous
> rrests and a few death sentences were
"ported from the provinces and some

f the best known ecclesiastics of
Moscow still are in prison. The most
-ensational trial was that which ended
n the sentencing to death of eight
priests and three civilians, one of
vhom was the daughter-in-law of
'den. Brusllov. This severity so

Panned the Soviet Government that
in the pojjular newspapers tho death
-entenoe was omitted and an impressionconveyed that the accused got;
mly one year's imprisonment. But
he T'ravdn and the livesHa, which
ireulate among the official and edu
i.ted classes, gave the sentence in full.
Nothing in the published evidence

-upported the Soviet Government's
Marge that the opposition to confiscationwas a counter revolutionary plot,

indeed, the church has laid itself open
io tho charge of excessive docility and
suplneness rather than to the charge
f rebellion.
The Bolsheviks, emboldened by their
uccessea, declared that they would
laoo the Patriarch on trial for anti>ovietconspiracy, and Tikhon la now

i prisoner. Meanwhile they profited
hv the discords which had arisen in
'he church and they created within it
i party subservient to their purpose,
tntonine of Moscow, already mcn'liincriis their tool! lie is an ecrlo-
!astir of heterodox views and little

standing.
Soviet's Policy Called

Distinctly Anti-Cburch
lleferring to the Bolshevik statem-ntthat "thero has been no attack

upon the church" a hjph and impartial
uithority writes to mc:
"This statement is not. in accordance

with fact. The Soviet Government
has from the outset pursued a defl-1
u.teljr anti-clerical policy and hat
never lost an opportunity to hold
re igion up to ridicule. The latest legislationon the subject, of religion is
uai-ticularly illuminating as showing
its attitude In this connection. Clause
121 of the New Criminal Code runa
is follows: 'The leaching of religious
beliefs in State or private educational
establishments and schools to children
of tender age and to minors is punishableby forced labor for a period not
exceeding one year.""
According to,the same authority the

ptDaging of tHo church was quite un-1
. .,/nn easaty, for if the Sovjgt Govern-
.

'

m^nt wanted Jewelry to sell it could
Jjf sell the Jewels in the Kremlin. These
W th«y exhibited to former Gov. Goodrichof fndiana. when he was here, and

he agrees with the Bolsheviks that
the total value of these crown Jewels
do<-s not fall short of one milliard ot
goM 'rubles.
The Central Famine Committor,

which had called on Tikiion for a contributionto the fund, was .satisfied
with the offering of unconsecrated
objects. Tlut anti-clericals such as
Oalkln fGorev) scoffed at the smsili.eesof it \n article appeared in the
.Tarda over Gorev's signature, en^titled "The Mountain firings Forth a
Mouse" and this was followed by bitt»rattacks on the Patriarch In the Governmentnewspapers and do placards

'
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ropolitan of Petro-1
litors.Archbishop
Other Anti-Soviet
-Priests and LayforOpposing the
hes by Red Soldiers
pasted on the walls. The Belshorlk
leaders decided that the church valuablesshould be contributed not by the
church but *:y the State. /
The press attacks on the Patriarch

became so strong that on February 2C
Tikhon wrote to Kalinin, the President
of the All-Russian Executive (.V.mmltitec. asking that they be stopped.
Tikhon also asked that the Central
Famine Committee should abide his
original offer, whereby church valujables wero to be offered, not forcibly
confiscated, checked and then handed
uvfr 10 me (amine committee witn me
consent of th© faithful. Finally, Tikhonwarned Kalinin that In tho event
of his request being refusod he would
inform tho faithful that he had' been
misled the famine committee and
even by written documents which he
had received from it. «
The Patriarch received no reply, and

on March 22 ho issued a second edict
explaining his position and tho
church's view of the confiscation oj'
consecrated objects. In this edict, as
in his first, the Patriarch encouraged i
the faithful to offer church objects
which wero not used for divine service,and only protested against the
confiscation of vessels, &c., which^vero
so used. j
Gold vessels are rare in the Tlussian

chuTches. Chalices are usually of silvergilt and-represent a very insign'ijficant proportion of tho total amount
of silver in tho churches. Tho famine
fund would have lost very little if In
its confiscation of ecclesiastical orna-
monts it had excepted eucharlsti^ ve3-
sels. " jA high ecclesiastic who stood at I
Tikhon's side -^throughout all this'
troubled period informed The Nkw
York IIspat.d correspondent that the
Paftrlarch had no intention of inciting
the faithful to use physical force. On
the contrary, the Patriarch always
had condemned -bloodshed and civil
war, and on April 11 In a circular let-

n
ter to the bishops he condemned ac- ttive opposition to the Government
f iicu as nan taiten piace at snouye, ^Smolensk, Rostov-on-Don and at Doe- vogomllov In Moscow, and lie enjoined tthe bishops to dissuade the faithful .

rrom the use of violence.
The theologians searched ecelesiastl- ^enl history for a precedent to the Pa-

triarch's criticism of the civil power,
and they found plenty. St. Ambrose
of Milan, r^ognized by the Latin and a

the Greek churches, refused to obey c

the order of Valentine II. to hand o\er 1

the Slavonic Basilica to the Arians., ,v
and the Metropolitan Philip publicly' ;i

denounced John the Terrible for his 11

savage execution of bis son.
The Soviet press grew more violent r

over the second edict. Tikhou and the v

priests were accused of greed and
avarice, though church valuables ha<ljJ
never been used to satisfy the, 111a- (f
terial needs of the clergy. Tikhon was "

told thatlie had forgotten the laws of: *

Christ and that he placed gold before 1

human lifts. Any one v. ho knows how 1

able and insidious Bolshevik propa- '

g.inda Ciyi be will understand how ,1

these attacks damaged the prestige of Ll

the eluirch. Aral us there is 110 press
'

In Russia except th© ofllclal press.
there was no possibility of refuting '

these calumnies. J a
p

The Bolsheviks See a Plot c

By the Church for Revolt P
0

In the meantime th© Government v
was dealing |ternly with th© clergy popposing confiscation. The chief priest e
of the Moscow diocese, the Metropoli- c
tan Krutitsky-Evsovy. died early in 0
February una the Patriarch appointed
Arihblahdp Nikantjer as hi* successor. b
The Orthodox church in Russia i? n
ruled by bishops through senior t
priests, who are cabled "Imads of dioceses."A diocese is composed of about t
twenty parishes. Archbishop Nlkan- 0
der, wishing to acquaint hii.i.iclf with v
the condition ofj religious life in Moscowand to meet 1ms clergy summoned ,,
a conference of the heads of dioceses 0
l'or- February 27. It was after this (.
conference broke up that the eonfisca- g
tion decree of tie.- A11-Russian On- r
tral Executive Committee was pub- j
lJsheu: and to consider it Xikander a
railed a conference. Tt was decided "

not to resist the Government by f .-it'
or encourage the people to do so, but f.
to point, out to the faithful the legal; j,
way of defending the acred vessels, o
and to petition the Government to ex- n
elude these or to ;igr<*o to an ex- v
change lor' uriooneeeratcd objects of t'
eejua) value and of the same metal. t
Tho Government paid no attention p

to this offer, but on the other hand p
mado wholesale arrests of the Mos- tl
cow priests. Among those still in n
prison are Archbishops Nikanuer and v

.Seraphim. Bishop Ilarion, almost all n
the members of the Supreme Church ^
Administration and the Moscow p
Eparehial Council, aa well as many d
distinguished priests. The general ex-1 f<
pianatton of the sudden arrests Ma« a

thut, being determined to confiscate n
the sacred vessels and fearing oppo- >

sition from the faithful, the Govern- z
ment decided to remove l>eforehaiul a

those ecclesiastics who might have n

headed such opposition. ~ r

Then the confiscation began. First, >i

the church was surrounded by cavalry o

and Infantry. Xobody was allowed in-1 v

side save tlies priests and the represen- S
tatlves of the people. At sotne dts- tl
tanoo from the churches crowds would tl
collect: and to judge from the cries.
they were always hostile to the Gov- 0
ernment representatives, whom they t!
called atheists, plunderers and op- f
pressors. In some places boys threw
sticks and stones at the Hed soldiers
and then ran away. Spies mixed with
the people, noted down those who were p
most outspoken tn their criticism and a
then denounced them to the police, or n
sonlettmes provoked men to criticize it;
and then had them arrested. o
Such scenes took place all over Tins- \

sla, and it seemed as if a new terror p
was to bo loosed. Most of the priests p
sided With the Patriarch, but a few
opposed him and even denounced himj p
Jn the press. Among these were An- f,
tonlne. who had be.cn living in retire- tj
ment in Mosefi\\: Bishop Kvdoky of t;
Niahnlnovgorotl, a group of Petrograd p
priests led by Father Vedensky and' p

i
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Bishop Manning.

wo Moscow priests, Kalinovsky and
3orlsov.
It must be remembered that the

Soviet Government has a fanatical
latred of religion and is very suspiiousof the Christian priesthood. Accordingto the Government, all the
rouble was caused by the Patriarch
tnd an influential though numerically
nsigniflrant group of bishops. Those.:
he Bolshevists contended, forced the
ower clergy to inflame the masses.

Representing as it docs a partv
rhlch was a very small minority, arnl
ecling acutely that the great mars of j
he people regard it with deep dis-
rust, the Soviet power is always
inunted by fear of conspiracy and al-
vays hunting for counter-revolution-
.ry plots. Through its G. P. U. it
ashes out blindly, killing; right and
uft, just as Abdul Hamid lashed out
riore than once through his Kurds a:
he unfortunate Armenians.
In the eyes of such a, government!

he church's opposition became a!
rtdoly spread political plot to overhrowthe Government. It must bo
dmltted1 tViat i..c action of the Ttuslanemigrants abroad supplies ample
ood for these suspicions.
Tho actions r.nd speeches of those:

lishops and priests who were favorbleto the Government in its conizationpolicy inspired the Soviet with
he. hope that internal dissensions.
roulrl bring down the whole church,
nd the official press loudly rejoiced
t tho schism. Meanwhile the Govern-
dent determined to terrorize the
hurcli leaders and to break up tho
ihole ecclesiastical organization.
Jn the prosecutions for the disturbnoesover the confiscations persons

t* secondary importance were tried
Irst, riej.t those regarded as rtugleadrsand then fifty-four persons, inchidngseven archdeacons and several
Herts and deacons. X<xt came the
rial of V.ishops Xikandef and Uailou
urf the most eminent representatives

it' the Moscow priesthood, bast of all
ante the trial of the Patriarch.
The trial of tho flfty-four begun on

tpril £f> and finished on May 0. Tin-
iccused were divided into several
roups, the first composed of deacons
barged with having taken part in
lopular tumults. They were liberated
n the ground that they had acted
inder the orders of the priests. The
iriestv. wlto composed the second
roup, were charged with having
ailed upon the Faithful to resist the
.utliorlty of the Government.
A quotation from the Act of Actuationmay not bo out of place here,

s it. shows the mentality of the ac
users: *

' The decrees of the central c.vecu
ive committee regarding confiscation
f church treasures brought forth -a

Solent protest from that pari ot' t'«
iriestliood wlilcli. having been derived(luring (ho preceding tour ycar.s
f its previous greatness, had already
ntered several times into strife with
'oviet Ru&eia, and had aided the regilentsof landotvner3 and capitalistritheir struggle with the workmen
nd peasants of the Red army. . . .

"dicing advuntago of the famine on
he Volga and relying on old people,
anatics. weufcminded persona and
ooligana and concealing their selfish
bjocta under the flag of religion, they
ae again trying to enter into conflict
ritli Koviet Russia. 1'y proclaiming
lie church valuables inviolable despite
he categorical decision of the Soviet
owor to take these valuables for the
urpose of buying bread with them for
he hungry, they thereby incited the f
insses of the people to engage In civil
car. The accused could not bo lg-
orant of the fact that the,appeal of
'ikhon, who openly summoned the
eople to oppose the civil power, Is-unoubtcdlya counter-revolutionary act.
or which reason the accusation
gainst them "anrtot be regarded as

lorely opposition. By refusing asiotancoto tlie starving, Tihhon is
uilty of another counter-revolution

ryact rfgninst the power of the worlclenand peasants and favoring the
eturn of Russia to its former state
l oMer that he may maintain his
wn former rights and privileges as
re.ll as the abundant, wealth which the
oviet power is at present paving to
lie starving with the object of saving
heir lives."
The weakness of this charge is evlrnt,and the prosecution could not

Ind « single fa"t to support It

tourt Crowd Resents
Abuse of the Patriarch

On May i a sensation was caused
y the upuearance of the I'atriarcli
nd Arehsishop Nikander as wit-
esses. They had been summoned by
ho prosecution, and the examination
f the T'ntriureli lasted tor hours.
Vhen he entered the m orerowde4 hall
very one present stood up, and when
i the middle of the examination the
cctiser. a fude fellow who had brotvententhe accused alkthe way through,
urned to him with an insulting (plosionthere afose such loud protests In
lie body of the ouft that the trial
ad to be interrupted and some of the
ublic turned siray.
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I 1-iOFE the following article, di- ^
rect from Moscow, describing
the present situation of the

church in Russia, will be widely
read.

It presents facts which in large
part have been skillfully kept from j
view and as to which a clear under-
standing is most important.
These facts are of the gravest

copcern to all Chrisians of what-:
ever communion in the Cnited
States and elsewhere. Trustworthy
information, which I have secured
from several sources, confirms the
statements contained in this article.
The Russian Church has had its
shortcomings, as this writer recog-
nizes, but It lias kept alive a deep
faith among its people, and in these
days of its fierce trial it has shown
its power to produce saints and
martyrs. All who have come into
contact with the Patriarch Tikhon
testify to his noble character, to his
spiritual power and to the heroic
part lie has played in this terrible
period. The statement widely iv-

The Fatriareh said that ho found
himself compelled, in accordance with
the church's laws, to condemn the confiscation;that in the event of conflict
between the civil law and the canon
law he considered it his duty to obey
the canon law, and that he took on

himself full responsibility for the
drawing up, publication and distributionbf his message.
Then the court, on the demand of

the prosecution, at once ordered the!
Patriarch to be tried as the principal
culprit. Jt. also ordered the trial of
Nikander and the arrest of those Mos-!
cow archdeacons who had attended the
meeting of March 7 and w ho. so far,
had not beet; taken.

Tho result of the trial was that,
eight priests and three doaeohs were
condemned to death. On learning this
the Patriarch at once wrote from his
prison three letters.one to the Councilof People's Commissars, one to
Kalinine and one to lCbursky, Commiceni.4*..m T.mth.A. 77 v.^Atr.r»A/1 V. «
tiiiosai o unu«-i;. n»' j/iuiwivu ktiai

the punishment did not correspond
with the charge; pointed out the injusticeof condemning subordinates,
who v.-ere obliged to obey without
f<uestlon the orders of their ecclesiasticalsuperiors; and, taking all responsibilityon himself, asked that ho
be executed instead.

Tileven capital sentences wer» passed
upon laymen, some of whom had done
nothing more than sign a petition for
the exclusion of the sacred vessels.
At Sudinsk four more laymen were
sentenced to death, and at Rostov
III "hop Arsensius received «. death
sentence, which later was commuted
«o ten years in prison.
An appalling impression was made

in ecclesiastical and Orthodox circ;les.|
Nevertheless not one Russian Chris-
tlan dared to come forward to ask a
purrlon. The only ones to beg for a
remission w ere some followers of Tot-
Stoi, several schismatics and a few
Jews. Orthodox congregations were,
the only ones to keep silent. They
feared a petition by them would do
more harm than good. Persons ia
'close touch with the Government
whispered to the faithful that thy
more they pirssed for a pardon Iho
more their Insistence would testify to
the influence of the condemned men
over the masses. As the Government,
has an Intense foas for any adverse influenceover the people it Is pitiles
toward those who wield such Influence.j
An appeal itx Cassation having been

refused, the Alt-Russian Central <_'ot»niittcecommuted six of the death senter.ciThe priests. Siaozerski, t-ukoTov.Vadejdlu nn.l Tclegem and the
ty'tKOii, Titehlmorov, were executed.

Death sentences were only pronoun-edat Shouyem Novgorod and
Xovcchcrkask. In other plaoes the
bi'hopa mid priests were thrown Into
prison to await trial.
The object of the Government wa3

attained. The priesthood was terror- J
iy.e<J. The average "church thember"
remained silent, paralysed with fear.
Fotnc bishops and priests even tunic
forward to bless a cynical and godles.-',
Government an# to start "reforming''
ar.d "revivifying" the church.

Christianity in Russia
Is Fast Losing Ground

Tlie Holahaviks certainly have been
victorious ir> tlx- flrgt serious encounterwith what v.-jm the greutcnt
other organized force in Russia. They
have failed in many thin*.", even in
the main ts.sk of establishing Communism.Hut they havo succeeded
marvelously well in creating an antlreligiousatmosphere in this country,
which, five year* ugo, was intensely
religious, not to say superstitious.

Russian orthodox soldiers h«\e
plundered churches ut the bidding of a

Government consisting wholly of at he-.;
'ists and anti-clericals. {They linve
thrown into sacks the .chalices to
which ten years ago they uttrlbutrd
supernatural powerr. They have tied
ttp priests whom they looked upon, ten
years ago. as wonder worker*, able to
bias?, them with a curse. They have
shot down fellow Christians for at- (i
tempting to defend the churhhes: and
lastly they have executed priests.

Is*t us consider the religious con
duct of the people. Despite tlie many
statements that have been made in
Am»rica about a religious revival in
Russia one Will flifd no trace of any 11
such revival, hut, very clear proofs,
dhat Christianity is fast losing ground.
reop'.e hardly ever cross themselves
iti the street; und those that know;
pre-war ltussia. will realize what a

tremendous change this in. Moreover.
few of the mole sex go to church. In
the towns at least; and the obligation
to confess and receive the sacrament
once a year is no longer, of course,
enforced by the Htate, as It once was,
In the case of students, officers, soldiersand Government servants. A
Government servant who exhibits devotionto religion Is unlikely to get on.:
The DolsiieviU Government for the (<last five years has carried on un antiChristianpropaganda by word of

mouth ns well as by prea*. Xo re-

Hgions books are printed. The White
r:u »ns .<re as flnbhy on »h# auh
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culated that ha has abdicated hib il
office should receive no or.c. The' t
truth is that he la aliencod. held In o

prison, shamefully misrepresentedj ii
ana deprived L7 the Government of ;<
all opportunity to enorcise hla of- II
fled. lrew men in any ago have t
borne t>ach v/itnsaa for Christ as t
this faithful Bishop, who for years v

lived hare in America and is known
to many among us. 1 11
A church which can show such c

fruits as these deserves the prayers 3
and help of Christendom, and their f
ancient church is the one strong t<
force for religion among the Rus- tj
§ian people. p
An assault upon it is now being £

made, however, far more insidious s

than the open persecution which it a
has already endured. An organiza- v

tion h. s boen formed which bears h
the naraa of the "Living Church"
and which is heralded as the Re- u
formed Church of Russia. This or- £
ganization, your correspondent o

states, has drawn to its service cer- u

tain renegade bishops and priests; a
it ia proposing to take the ancients
church into its own hands and use a

jfet of their religion as they arc on

every other subject save drinking,
dancing and playacting. They would!
perhaps accept, Slavonic Bibles presentedto them by pious Americans,!
but they would never pay for them
and never read them. Hence the assertionthat Slavonic Christianity is.|
losing ground very fast in Russia.. As
the teaching of religion js prohibited
In all public and private schools, and
a sentence'of one year at hnr-1 labor
is imposed for each breach of this
regulation, the new generation probablywill grow up without any religion.
In forty years Russia will thus have
gone much ftirther in the direction of
agnosticism than western Europe has
gone in -»uu year*.
The orthodox in Moscow were formerlyfree from any feeling of selfconsciousnessor human respect in the

public exercise of their religion. In
that they were like Mohammedans,
who, in their own countries, pray as

openly as if there were nobody in the
world save Allah and themselves. Certainlythere was nothing like that
complete unconsciousness of onlookers
.some of them possibly enemies.
others armed with cameras.in any
other Christian country.
This is nearly all gone. When a

tram passes the Ivorsky gate, you can
only see a couple of old women crossingthemselves furtively in x corner.

I am told, however, that there is a

great revival, of devotion ambiiR the
young ladles and gentlemen o: the
' intellectual" classes who formerly
looked on their national church with

| WHAT THE BOLS1
V

^ »» e

Here is shown the destructionof one of the finest shrines
in Moscow, dedicated by AlexanderIII. for deliverance from
death in a railroad accident.
The shrine has been completely
demolished.

something III. ottletnp* anil who
in 1: 'parloi l.krisliociks" at a

tin*: when th Imperial Government
protected then, against the real or
slaughter lio l'1 Bolsh vll,«\ Titos'1
"bourgeois c)u*s< r> now the mainstayof the -lorgy or oh: mhich is
even better) h.. /# bub thmr eye*
opened to the hortcomlngs of their
own variety of Christianity anJ are
Bf.rneetly studying other varieties.
Destroying the Shrines

And Seizing Monasteries
True, that innumerable crosses still

Slitter over the tow** end spire* of
tho Kremlin, greatly the delight of
American visitors, who are Inclined to
favor Bolshevism. "Why, they haven't
remoted a single fne of their rcligtiuue
emblems," said An*. LlOoni field, (I Itostonlawyer, whom T met In the Kremlinsome weeks ago, "that shows them
to be quite free from religious prejudices.They toil nie that they are goingto preserve the Kremlin as a great
historical museum and will not Interfen:with a single crucifix or church
or shrine or Ikon or pious Inscription.
Notv that Is exactly as it should be."
As a matter of fact, the retention

of 'he multitudinous crosses of the
Kremlin iocs more harm than good to
t'hi l. tlanlty, for it associates tne rel.gionof '"hrlst with the bloodstained
old c'rorlst system, which was about
i ..moved 'rot*: Christianity *
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t for its own purposes; it is under
lie complete control and direction
f "a most anti-Christian and athesticalGovernment which has never
>at an opportunity of harrying region,"and the real object of it is
a destroy the Russian Church by
he process known as "boring from
lithin."
If this impious plot is to succeed,

f the Soviet Government is to acoraplishits avowed purpose to detroyreligion, if through force aud
raud the Russian Church itself is
o be subverted, apd if, in constuence,the masses of the Russian
eople are to pass, in the words of
>e Maistre quoted by your correpondent,"from superstitution into
theism." the result will be one
.til. 4t,« .U i,- «J _-J»«
11nt w inviz i uc n iiuie worm win
ave to reckon.
One fact this article should help

s to keep in view and that is that
lol6hevisui is the declared enemy
t Jesus Christ, and that the trimphof llolshevism would mean,
nd is intended to mean, the deductionof religion, of morality
nd of Christian civilization.

/
one can well 'maglnc. Uut outside the
Kremlin the Soviet government is be-
ginning to demolish no less then twenty-fivestreet shrines, containing: holy
ikons, with lamps burning day and
night before them. The largest of
these was in Moses Square, near the
end of Tverskaya street. A month
ago it was surrounded with n wooden
fence, as the Czar's "house at Ekaterinburgwas shrouded from the. public
gaze, and behind this fence the sledge
hammers of Communist worltin^n
smashed altar,stones and ikon^. crucifixesand carved texts of scripture.
When 1- left Moscow a tow days ago
ill's beautiful shrine had completely
disappeared. It was larger than the
stone cross at Charing Cross station.
Condon, and. being situated in the
middle of a very wide and busy thoroughfare,infested by furious motor
cars, it was a great help to foot passengerscrossing the street, permittingthem as it did to take breath for
a moment in a place of safety before
attempting the rest of their journey.
On the other hand, it did not interferewith the wheeled traffic.
The remaining twenty-four shrines

will soon be pulled down. One of
them, a huge church tower standing in
Great Xikiiiskayu Street, lnar the
headquarters of the A. It. A., has al-'
ready been surrounded with the fatal
wooden fence behind which the work
of demolition will rapidly be nccompllshed.It is surprising, indeed, how
apidly the Bolsheviks accomplish any
work of desecration and destruction to
which they put their hands and how j
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alow they are at any work of reparationor reconstruction. Tltey have
been tinkering for month* past at the
former German tfop.su&ie and at a

groat number ut" other slightly damagedhouses 'which an English or

American building contractor could
make .habitable in a few weeks, but
winten will probably'catch tiiem w ith
this task uncompleted, so that they
may have to begin it ail over again
next spring; but when it comes to batteringdown a beautiful religious shrine
they can do it in a few dajs. J'n the
same way it only took them a couple
of years to shatter the whole economicstructure of Russia, but at their
present rate of progress it will take
them a century to rebuild that structure.
One would not expect to flnff the

same iconoclastic spirit In the country
districts; but it is to be feared that
many of the Mc/chiA:s are allowing
shrines and even churches to fall into
decay, since they arc no longer compelledor persuaded by taw, by custom
or by ecclesiastical exhortations to
keep them in repair.
Non-Christian tribes and non-Ortho-

dox communities arc everywhere encouragedby the local Soviets to pull
down or appropriate Orthodox emblems
and shrines erected, and in this way
an enormous number of such emblems
and shrines have, disappeared or1
changed hands.
The monasteries and nunneries will

Irnost certainly lie confiscated next
year,' probably to be used as hospitals,
schools, barracks and Government Institutions."What is going on under
our cygs, but without exciting any
particular attention on the part of the
press, is a stupendous ecclesiastical
decay not less extensive or significant
than the subsidence of the Eastern
Church in Asia ^Ilnor and northern
Africa under the attacks of the inedie-
val Mohammedans. . . . One night a!
few weeks ago I sat at a window of
tlie fcjrmer Hotel Astoria (now the
Bolshevik headquarters), in St. Isaac's
Square, I'etrograd, and looked out at!
the mighty church after which the
square is named. Noticing the direction
of my glance, one of the commissars,
turned and .-aid to me with a smile:
"It seems solid, {ioc.sn't it? But all the
architects who have recently exam-
incd it assure us that the foundations
are giving way, for it in built, as you
know, on pile driven into a swamp.
It is aUs:ady out of perpendicular.;
It. is doomed. It may last ten. twenty
years; but nothing can save it."
The Mosc ow Bolsheviks complain

that sometime# even the Communist
newspapers in the provinces arc too
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center of this picture, which
. Moscow, is the Soviet slogan.
People." '
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CHURCH
and Renegade

ltrol Religious De*-ofMillions.Go*
F^reach ingAtheism,
s Instruction, Deferrorizes Faithful
alack in the fight against superstition,
and they give a* an irurance the con*
duct of the Yiuttkaya Pravda In pubiHailing an article recently addreereJ
"to the believing Christians of Xolln?.Uyand Glazovsky districts" sj
Father Alexander Yutakov. Thi.1
priest explained that, though "the mi*
raeuloua crucifix of Churlnaky" Is r.ot
really miraculous, "It deserves the respectof all Orthodox Christians on»c<
count of the great atonement whicu
It recalls."
Moscow, however, vrili have none el

thl.<. "As it result nf all thla relieion

nays a writer in the Pravda, "we
in the villages turbulence, mischief
and drunken rows. Savage brawlJ
take place regularly between tho
young men of different villages In
Penza. Vladini'r and Chernigov. and
fists, sticks, stones and even knives
ar<- sometimes used."
These disgraceful faction fights,

which result not infrequently in black
eyes and broken heads, shock all lawabidingBolsheviks; but tlie party
hopes that with the elimination of
vodka and religion these rowdy scenes
will come to an end.
Russia has no Borne to cut adrift

from. Tlie men who separated Englandfrom Rome were Englishmen and
Christians, while the men who arc

pulling down the Christian church in
Russia are not themselves Christians,
and in some cases not themselves Russians.England continued the church
by perpetuating bishops and priests,
while tlie Soviet Government would
sooner end the church than mend it.
I will cite Trotzky on the States
position. One of the most important
of his recent speeches was delivered
on October 3 2 at the fifth All-Russian
congress of the league of CommunistYouth. Tn this very remarkable
organization no member of it is more
than IS. It contains both boys and
girls, and is intensely serious, being
extremely Communist and anti-Christian,but laying great stress on study,
discipline, comradeship < within tho
Communist party), industry, austerity
and frugality. Many of its y^ung men
of 17 and IS are commissars, whllo
others are employed on important
political business Which in other cou.itriesalways Is entrusted to mature
men. But the Bolshevik leaders act \,
on principle in thus making great use
of mere lads, for they find that youth,
when maddened by enthusiasm, has
fewer scruples, less feer and less sentiment.No one ia hardier, braver, more

UM| l/l U.lXlll ill'/ ITIIffllUll

irjfl pity than the young Bolshevik,
male or fcni<d». who has t>een graduatedIn the ft. Iv. S. M.

Best of all. from the Bolshevik point
of view, religion has practically r.o
hold on the young men and nomtu
who w«re 10 yeara old when the great
war b»gan and are now IS, and religionsprejudices, anti-Semitic cr othor|wise, also have no hold. This can
never be. said of the middle aged or
the elderly, who, even when working'
with the Bolsheviks, betray at times a
tierce hatred of Jews or a hereditary,
aristocratic contempt for what they
used to call "the lower classes."
Trotsky for the last Ave jears has

paid the greatest attention to the II.
K. .<5. M..perhaps it was because that
there alone he found complete franl:r.ov«.enthusiast, i an.l self-abnegation,
with absolutely neither racial nor
other prejudices--and he is profoundly
onvlncel that If the members of that

organisation who are new 17 reach
the age of 30 under a l'-olshevik Oiovcrnrnont.then <'om-nuinsm will have
taken roof ir. UtisK.a as -trongly and
ttneraiiicably ..a Ihriatianity lied taken
rrot h the Horn-in Kmpire in the time
"f Julir.r. the Apostate. K-'en tf a,
counter rc olution ord a monarchical
tc tordil'M take placs tft»r that it will
: >1 matter the So .ct Go' .Tr.mon t
uitl cr tnc »4j.in. the roots will remain
Itidd the earth, though tip- leaves
my > <i e*:vyed. l-'or :he next ten
car hntve *". th'r. delicate plant, the

't. K. S. At., must Ixj arcfutly watched,
nd, to do hlin ,i ^stlcc. Tro'.zky in tendp.EIt with treat care.
TroUiky began with a rather tinhappymetaphor. "Belig.on," raid he.

"iv a mustard plas'er it sucks." But,
correcting himself immediately, he beganagain: "Heligton Is a poison. p.u1tkularlym' revolutionary times or In
the tim:s of exceptional difficulty
wlii h cotr.e after the conquest of
power. Therefore we alight to deepen
the revolutionary world knowledge of
the young and take into aecount even
their religious superstition*. The more
enlightened should approa h the l*es
enlightened with the very greatest
pedagogical attention. We ought* to
carry on among them a propaganda
"f atheism, if only that propagan'l i.

defined man'- place in the universe
and outlined the ifcJ" of His a< tlvitteah'rp on ^.u'fh."
Persecution Cleansed Church

And tJit Reds V/ere Aiarped
In :h« ftivf 3 «ar of its existence thu
onunonj-d IfOvtrnncnt of Uus ut

looked 011 religion villi contempt an
underestimated it* force. I! thought
thnt If it deprived the church of lis
material ie«outro« and carried on a
few religious discussions in public the
roots which Kastern I'hrletianlty had
fixed in the soul of tlie Russian i>«nple
mouIu quickl} die. A great Huaeiaii
ecclesiastic informs Tnie Nrs Yon'.
Hitr.At.ti oi reaponden' that "e-ont* tr
have pre. ed 'lie QovernaMBt to liave \
t<eeri wrong til thia estimate. Religion
in RuhsU vas cleansed find st.-engthenedby persecution and repression.
The Government suddenly becamo
aware that the church was strong an<>
well organised when it begun to take
anaj* th<* church's possessions, so it
derided either to destroy the churo-i ottob^lng it into subjection."

Inning the trial of the fifty-four
one frequently iieard th president of
ti»e < itrt and the accuser* speaking
of the ecrleslasticiil Merachy'f exist

onceas "Ulegth" TL» official Taveatia
road the same ni**i n; into the o»

cree1 separating church and state
"The \«ry fact of the archde.noffs
having met together at .ahop Nl-

I'linltltsoil on T«flie,
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